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A-So-Bi-Ma-Sho
Principal Yoji Hatano

The third term was off to a good start, but by the
end of the second week, the number of influenza
cases had risen and 3 classes had closed in
January. Please take care of yourselves at home to
prevent contracting the flu.

Do you know about the "Yamaguchi-sanchi no
Tsufomu-kun" craze back in 19752 It started off
when a girl was worried about her childhood friend
Tsutomu Yamaguchi and was trying to cheer him
up by inviting him out to play. Tsutomu declined her
invitation by replying “"A-to-de” (a way of saying
“later” with elongated syllables). Children back
then used this kind of simple phrasing all the fime. |
tfoo would stand in front of my friend’s house and
call out, “A-so-bi-ma-sho!” (“Let's play!”) when |
wanted to play. My friend would reply with “Ha-i"
or “A-to-de.” During recess, when | wanted to join
my friends’ circle, I'd say, “l-re-tel” (“Let me in”)
and then goin. Even outside of schoal, if | went to a
shop, | would say “Ku-da-sai” (“Please”) to the
clerk. Communication skills were naturally acquired
through this kind of speaking; but now acquisition
has become more difficult. Trying to communicate
only with limited groups of people with whom you
get along is nothing more than just arbitrarily
fransmitting your thoughts.

There are often cases during recess when a
group of children are playing and someone new
wants to join but no one noftices. Children also run
into trouble when they are playing a game
together but some people play by different rules.

Communication skills are indispensable. Even
adults have to communicate in order to perform
well at their job. Soccer players apparently must
take communication tests in order to remain in the
top league. In order to improve our children’s
communication skills, it is important, even at home,
to create occasions for them to greet others
sincerely, to chat, to interact with different types of
people, and to answer questions in complete
sentences.

February
Date | Day Events After.
1 F | Safety lesson 3-6
2 | Sa | Japanese Culture X
3 | Su
4 M | Open school, Committee 5-6
5 Tu | Open school, Morals class and discussion
6 W | 4 periods
7 Th | Student assembly, Emerg. evac. drill 4-6
8 F 3-6
9 | Sa
10 | Su
11 | M | National Foundation Day
12 | Tu 3-6
13 | W X
14 | Th | Music assembly 4-6
15| F 3-6
16 | Sa | School family play, Japanese Culfure X
17 | Su
18 | M | Club (G3 observes, 6 periods) 3-6
19 | Tu 3-6
20 | W | International Assembly (3.4 periods) X
21 | Th | PE assembly (upper grades) 4-6
PE assembly (lower grades), New GI
22 | F | parent-teacher conference, Minato City 3-6
and Suntory Hall "Enjoy Music" (G4)
23 | Sa
24 | Su
25 | M | Committee 5-6
Soc. S. frip to Nafl. Diet and Edo Mus.
26 | Tu | (Gé), Manabinomori/Ai nursery school | 3-46
visit (G1)
27 | W | 4 periods X
28 | Th 4-6

February’s Goals

Educational Counselor Kazuhiro Kawai
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